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Tendring District Council Draft Housing
Strategy 2026-2030: Essex County Council
Response

Introduction

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to Tendring District Council’s Draft Housing
Strategy 2026-2030. This is an Essex County Council (ECC) officer response prepared by
the Housing and Garden Communities Team. Our aim is to provide constructive feedback
in the spirit of partnership and to support the development of the final version of the
strategy. Please do get in touch if you have any follow-up questions or require further
information from ECC to assist with implementation.

General Comments

ECC welcomes the development of this Housing Strategy and the clear articulation of
Tendring’s priorities. The document is well-structured and provides a strong narrative about
the local context, including the challenges of deprivation, an ageing population, and
housing affordability. We particularly value the emphasis on partnership working and the
recognition of the role of Essex County Council in delivering shared objectives.

We note the forward-looking approach in light of Local Government Reorganisation and
Greater Essex Devolution. While these changes introduce uncertainty, we agree that
continuity of housing responsibilities and collaboration will remain essential. ECC is
committed to working closely with Tendring throughout this period of transition.

Some points for consideration as you refine the strategy:

o How will Tendring ensure alignment between this strategy and the forthcoming Local
Plan review, particularly given the significant increase in housing targets?

e Could the final strategy include more detail on how success will be measured for each
priority (e.g., KPls, annual review process)?

e Given the scale of homelessness pressures, is there scope to include a dedicated
action plan for prevention and early intervention, linked to Essex-wide initiatives?



A.4 APPENDIX B

o The strategy rightly highlights energy efficiency and decarbonisation—could this be
strengthened by referencing specific funding streams and partnership opportunities?

Priority 1: Maintain and Improve Existing Stock

We support Tendring’s ambition to maintain and improve its housing stock, including the
commitment to meet regulatory standards and improve tenant satisfaction. This aligns
with ECC’s Housing Strategy aim to ensure homes are safe, decent, and energy efficient.

We welcome the focus on energy efficiency and tackling fuel poverty. ECC’s Climate Action
Plan and the Essex Climate Action Commission’s recommendations provide a useful
framework for achieving Net Zero in housing. We encourage Tendring to explore
opportunities to access funding such as the Warm Homes Social Housing Fund and to
collaborate on retrofit programmes across Essex.

The emphasis on tenant engagement and transparency is positive. We suggest highlighting
how tenant feedback will inform investment priorities and how residents will be kept
informed about progress.

Priority 2: Preventing and Reducing Homelessness

ECC shares Tendring’s concern about rising homelessness and the associated financial
pressures. We commend the steps already taken, such as repurposing redundant
sheltered housing and reducing reliance on nightly paid accommodation.

We encourage Tendring to build on the learning from the Essex-wide Test and Learn pilot
and to consider innovative prevention models, including tenancy sustainment and
mediation services. ECC is keen to continue joint work on homelessness pathways,
particularly for vulnerable groups such as care leavers and people with complex needs.
Homelessness and Temporary Accommodation pressures are an issue shared across
Greater Essex and it there is continued value in joint working on these issues to share
learning, best practice and develop joint agreements including protocols.

Given the scale of temporary accommodation use and costs, we recommend including a
clear plan for reducing expenditure through prevention and move-on strategies. ECC can
support this through data sharing, joint commissioning, and exploring opportunities for
modular and community-led housing solutions.
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Priority 3: Delivering High-Quality Homes with Partners

We strongly support Tendring’s commitment to delivering new homes, including the 30%
affordable housing requirement and the focus on accessibility standards. This aligns with
ECC’s strategic aim to ensure housing meets diverse needs, including specialist and
supported accommodation.

The Tendring and Colchester Borders Garden Community is a significant opportunity to
deliver high-quality homes and infrastructure. ECC will continue to work with Tendring and
partners to ensure this development supports sustainable growth, including transport,
education, and health infrastructure.

We recommend the final strategy emphasises the importance of housing with care and
specialist provision for older people and those with disabilities. ECC is keen to collaborate
on planning for these needs, drawing on the recent Essex-wide review of specialist
housing.https://data.essex.gov.uk/dataset/supported-and-specialist-housing-and-

accommodation-needs-assessm-2k6nr

Priority 4: Supporting People in Their Homes and Communities

We welcome Tendring’s commitment to supporting residents to live independently and the
strong focus on tenant engagement. The use of Disabled Facilities Grants, and the Jaywick
Sands Healthy Homes initiative are excellent examples of integrated housing and health
approaches.

We welcome the reference to the Supported Housing (Regulatory Oversight) Act 2023 in the
national context session as represents a major change to how standards in supported
housing are set and monitored. We suggest the final strategy notes the requirements for
Tendring as Local Housing Authority to prepare a supported housing strategy and
implement a licensing scheme for supported housing with further details awaited from
Government,

ECC is keen to work with Tendring to maximise the impact of the Better Care Fund and
explore innovative models for adaptations and assistive technology. We also support
efforts to improve standards in the private rented sector and suggest collaboration on
preparing for new requirements under the Renters’ Rights Bill and Awaab’s Law.
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Partnership Opportunities

ECC values the strong partnership with Tendring and looks forward to continuing this

collaboration. Areas for joint working include:

Homelessness prevention and rough sleeping initiatives.
Planning for specialist and supported housing.

Energy efficiency and decarbonisation programmes.
Infrastructure planning for major developments.
Improving standards in the private rented sector.

We also encourage continued engagement through Essex Housing Officer Groups, the
Essex Homelessness Officers Group, and forums linked to the Garden Community

programme.

Next Steps

ECC is currently reviewing its own Housing Strategy and would welcome Tendring’s input.
We are keen to explore opportunities for shared action plans in areas of mutual priority,

such as homelessness prevention and housing with care.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to working together to

deliver the ambitions set out in this strategy.



