
CABINET 

   19 DECEMBER 2025 

REFERENCE FROM THE PLANNING POLICY & LOCAL PLAN COMMITTEE 

A.2 ADOPTION OF THE HARTLEY GARDENS SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING 
GUIDANCE 

(Report prepared by Ian Ford, Democratic Services Manager) 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
To enable the Cabinet to consider the recommendation made to it by the Planning Policy 
and Local Plan Committee in relation to the adoption of the Draft Hartley Gardens 
Supplementary Planning Document. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Planning Policy and Local Plan Committee (“the Committee”), at its meeting held on  8 
December 2025 (Minute 20 refers), had considered a detailed report of the Corporate 
Director (Planning and Community) (A.2) which had updated the Committee on the results 
of the public consultation on the contents of the Hartley Gardens Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) and which had also sought the Committee’s endorsement to recommend 
to Cabinet that the draft SPD be now formally adopted. 

The Committee’s decision at its meeting held on 8 December 2025 was as follows:- 

(a) RESOLVED that the Planning Policy and Local Plan Committee notes the outcome of 
the public consultation on the draft Hartley Gardens SPD, as set out through this 
report (A.2) and detailed in Appendix 2 thereto; and 

(b) RECOMMENDED TO CABINET that the Hartley Gardens Supplementary Planning 
Document December 2025 (attached at Appendix 1 to report A.2) be adopted as 
Planning Guidance to be used by the Council in the determination of Planning 
Applications, subject to:- 

the SPD being modified at paragraph 6.24 to explicitly list ‘Fire & Rescue Facilities’ as 
strategic infrastructure, in advance of its formal adoption by Cabinet. This modification 
will ensure the SPD remains consistent with adopted policy while addressing essential 
infrastructure needs identified by Essex County Fire & Rescue Service. 

Housing & Planning Portfolio Holder’s Comments 

The Portfolio Holder for Housing and Planning’s formal response will be circulated 

as soon as it is available, or alternatively, it will tabled at the meeting of the Cabinet. 

RECOMMENDATION

That the Hartley Gardens Supplementary Planning Document December 2025 be 
adopted as Planning Guidance to be used by the Council in the determination of 
relevant Planning Applications. 



CURRENT POSITION

Cabinet is now requested to consider the recommendation submitted to it by the Planning 
Policy and Local Plan Committee. 

The SPD, as recommended by the Planning Policy and Local Plan Committee, is set out in 
Appendix 1 to this report.  

The Corporate Director (Planning and Community)’s Report which was considered by the 
Planning Policy and Local Plan Committee at its meeting held on 8 December 2025 is 
attached as Appendix 2 to this report. 

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Published Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy and Local Plan Committee held 
on 8 December 2025. 

APPENDICES

A2 Appendix 1 – Hartley Gardens Supplementary Planning Document (as recommended 
by the Planning Policy and Local Plan Committee) 

A2 Appendix 2 – Report of the Corporate Director (Planning and Community) (item A.1) to 
the meeting of the Planning Policy and Local Plan Committee held on 8 December 2025 

A2 Appendix 3 – Schedule of Consultation Responses and Representations 


