
LICENSING AND REGISTRATION COMMITTEE

29 OCTOBER 2025 

REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR – CORPORATE POLICY & SUPPORT 

A.3. SCRAP METAL POLICY – CONSULTATION ON A DRAFT
 (report prepared by Michael Cook & Keith Simmons) 

PART 1 – KEY INFORMATION 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The report invites the Committee to consider commencing the process for the adoption of a 
policy concerning Scrap Metal Licensing within the District. Through the report, the Committee 
is invited to approve a public consultation exercise on the draft Scrap Metal Policy laid out in 
the appendix to this report. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Tendring District Council is the Licensing Authority for dealing with scrap metal licences which 
include site and collectors licences under the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013. 

This report seeks approval from the Committee to consult on a possible new Scrap Metal 
Policy for the District. 

Following consultation, a further report will be presented to the Committee with the results of 
the consultation and seeking approval for a recommendation to the Cabinet for adoption of 
such a Policy. 

RECOMMENDATION(S)

It is recommended that the Committee: 

(1) Endorses the intention for the Council to adopt a policy for Scrap Metal in the 
District; and  

(2) approves the draft Scrap Metal Policy set out in the appendix to this  report for 
public consultation. 

REASON(S) FOR THE RECOMMENDATION(S)

The Council does not currently have a codified policy for Scrap Metal in the District. The 
establishment of such policy will assist all concerned by providing a policy reference document 
in respect of scrap metal. Prior to adoption of a policy, ultimately by Cabinet, consultation 
would be a legitimate expectation for those who hold licences. Through this consultation the 
views of interested parties on the content of a proposed policy can be obtained and the views 
can assist the Council to finalise such a policy prior to any adoption. 



ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

There is no requirement to have a Scrap Metal Policy; however, it is good practice for the 
Council, as a licensing authority, to have a policy, which provides the framework for consistent 
decision-making. 

PART 2 – IMPLICATIONS OF THE DECISION 

DELIVERING PRIORITIES
The adoption of a policy in this area of licensing is intended to support the following themes 
from the Council’s Corporate Plan 2024-28:   

 Pride in our area and services to residents 
 Working with Partners to improve quality of life 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS (including legislation & constitutional powers)

The Council is under no legal obligation to have a policy in place. However, this policy will 
assist the Council in achieving consistency, fairness and transparency in its decision making 
process. Application of the policy in the decision making process will enable the Council to 
minimise successful legal challenges and appeals. Licensing Officers and the Committee 
should have regard to all the circumstances of a particular case and would be entitled to have 
due regard to this policy. 

FINANCE AND OTHER RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

The financial implications associated with the recommendation of carrying out a public 
consultation on the draft Scrap Metal Policy can be financed from existing resources. This is 
also covered under the relevant fees payable by the Scrap Metal licences.  

USE OF RESOURCES AND VALUE FOR MONEY

A)    Financial sustainability: how the body 
plans and manages its resources to ensure 
it can continue to deliver its services;

A policy approach will support financial 
sustainability in this licensing area.

B)    Governance: how the body ensures 
that it makes informed decisions and 
properly manages its risks, including; and  

The adoption of a policy by the Council ensures 
there is a clear governance framework for 
discretion exercised by officers on behalf of the 
Council.

C)    Improving economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness: how the body uses 
information about its costs and   
performance to improve the way it manages 
and delivers its services. 

Through codifying the Council’s approach to 
this licensing area it should ensure consistency 
and thereby demonstrate secure economic, 
efficient and effective delivery of services.

MILESTONES AND DELIVERY

The submission of this report itself marks a significant milestone in the adoption of a policy.  
The intended consultation and submission of the outcome of the consultation to the 
Committee will mark further milestones in this process. 



ASSOCIATED RISKS AND MITIGATION

Application of the policy will provide clarity when determining applications and reduces the risk 
of challenge and appeal.  

Consultation with relevant stakeholders will minimise the risk of challenge.  

This policy will create an opportunity to develop close partnerships with the Police and 
Environment Agency to tackle environmental crime and metal theft. 

OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT

Consultation is critical to ensure that a new Scrap Metal Policy is clear and transparent for 
applicants, licence holders, responsible authorities and the public. 

If the Committee approved the draft policy, we will consult with interested consultees by email, 
publicising the draft policy on the Council’s website and use social media to inform the public 
of the consultation and direct them to the website. 

We will analyse any comments received, prepare any changes considered appropriate to the 
policy and return to the Committee for approval and adoption. 

EQUALITIES

In preparing this report, due consideration has been given to the Council’s statutory Equality 
Duty to eliminate unlawful discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good 
relations, as set out in Section 149(1) of the Equality Act 2010. 

The Licensing Authority will have due regard to the public sector equality duty under the 
Equality Act 2010.  Under this duty, the Authority (in the exercise of its functions) must have 
due regard to the need to: 

 eliminate any form of unlawful discrimination (including direct or indirect discrimination, 
harassment, victimisation, and any other conduct prohibited under the Act); 

 advance equality of opportunity between people who share a relevant characteristic and 
people who do not; 

 foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and people who 
do not. 

SOCIAL VALUE CONSIDERATIONS 

None for this report. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL’S AIM TO BE NET ZERO BY 2030

There are no environmental implications arising directly from the content of this report. 



OTHER RELEVANT IMPLICATIONS

Consideration has been given to the implications of the proposed decision in respect of 
the following and any significant issues are set out below. 

Crime and Disorder The Council has a duty under Section 17 of the 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998 to do all that it 
reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder in 
its area.

Health Inequalities There are no direct implications arising from the 
proposals set out in this report.

Area or Ward affected All 

PART 3 – SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

BACKGROUND

The Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 came into effect on 1 October 2013 with transitional 
arrangements taking effect from 1 September 2013. The Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 
requires that scrap metal sites and collectors are licensed by the local authority. The 
legislation was introduced to stem the increase in metal theft at the time. 

The Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 (the Act) has been introduced to replace the previous 
regulatory scheme for scrap metal dealers and for vehicle dismantlers. It requires anyone 
who deals in scrap metal to obtain and display a relevant licence and gives the police and 
local authorities more powers of entry and inspection as well as allowing a more thorough 
application process where licenses can be refused and subsequently revoked if dealers are 
deemed ‘unsuitable’. 

The Act provides for two types of Scrap Metal Dealer licences, a ‘Site Licence’ and a 
‘Collector’s Licence’, both of which last for three years. 

Site Licence  

A site licence is applicable where the licence holder has a physical site(s) that they use to 
carry on their business as a scrap metal dealer. This licence allows the licence holder to 
accept scrap metal from any of the sites listed on the licence; and to transport scrap metal to 
and from the sites listed in the licence. 

Collector’s Licence 

A collector’s licence is applicable where the licence holder’s business consists of collecting 
scrap metal, for example by going from door to door asking for scrap. This licence allows the 
licence holder to collect scrap metal from within the boundaries of the local authority issuing 
the licence. A separate licence is required from each local authority within whose boundary a 
person wishes to operate. 

There are currently 2 collectors and 12 sites licensed by the Council under this legislation. 



PREVIOUS RELEVANT DECISIONS TAKEN BY COUNCIL/CABINET/COMMITTEE ETC.

Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND PAPERS AND PUBLISHED REFERENCE MATERIAL

None 

APPENDICES

Appendix A – Proposed Scrap Metal Policy 

REPORT CONTACT OFFICER(S) 

Include here the Name, Job Title and Email/Telephone details of the person(s) who wrote the 
report and who can answer questions on the content. 

Name Michael Cook 
Keith Simmons 

Job Title Licensing Manager 
Assistant Director – Corporate Policy and 
Support

Email/Telephone licensingsection@tendringdc.gov.uk
01255 686565


