
 

 

TOWN COUNCILS FOR CLACTON-ON-SEA, HOLLAND-ON-SEA AND JAYWICK 
SANDS 

 
Dear Keith 
 
May I thank the District Council for inviting the views of the Clacton Town Board on the 
question of whether there should be one or more Town Councils for the communities 
of Clacton-on-Sea, Holland-on-Sea and Jaywick Sands.  The work of the Board 
naturally spans two of those communities (Clacton and Holland) and there are natural 
economic, social and cultural ties with the third community in Jaywick Sands.   
 
At our last inquorate meeting we discussed the Community Governance Review 
looking at the question of a Town Council or Town Councils. Those present discussed 
whether one or more Town Councils should be created for the above area or whether 
the status quo of no such councils should continue.  Following that meeting, I wrote to 
all Board Members to seek their views ahead of submitting this letter.  
 
On the question of whether the status quo should continue, I have not been advised 
of a single Member who thinks this is appropriate.  In part, but not solely, Board 
Members have considered the context of the proposed Local Government 
Reorganisation for Essex which will see Tendring District Council absorbed into a 
larger Unitary Authority effectively ending two tier local government in Essex. This will 
very likely entail a reduction of elected members representing Tendring District 
residents in the larger authority. There is a risk of a democratic deficit arising as very 
local issues particular to Clacton, Holland and Jaywick are unlikely to receive the 
prominence that they currently do. Areas that already benefit from Town Councils, 
including those in Tendring, are likely to be able to advocate more strongly and 
influence decisions for their localities. 
 
On the supplementary question of whether the three Communities should be 
represented by a single Town Council or by two or three such Councils, a number of 
the Board Members were conflicted.  From the Plan for Neighbourhood perspective 
a Town Council covering Clacton and Holland has logic as it coincides with the area 
covered by the Board. It goes without saying that a Town Council for both 
communities would enable the Board to work seamlessly in delivering the 10 year-
plan and in the light of the changed governance arrangements. Such a Town Council 
may well wish to be represented on the Board. 
 
However, Clacton and Holland have differing socio-economic profiles which would 
support the idea of a 3 Town Council structure (allowing for Jaywick Sands to also 



have its own local Council).  Above all we need one or more effective Town Councils 
to maintain democratic accountability within the local government reorganisation.  
 
On balance, I consider that a single Town Council would be the preferred option.  
However, whatever the local communities of the area choose, the Town Board will 
work constructively to deliver the 10 Year Regeneration Plan for which the Board 
came together to develop and then implement.   
 
Should central Government be minded to review the proposals or time-table of this 
reorganisation, I believe that the creation of Town Council(s) would still be a valuable 
addition to resident involvement. 
 
With thanks and best wishes. 
 
 
George C Kieffer 
Chair, Clacton Town Board      30 September 2025 
 

 
 


