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Clacton Town Board 
25 July 2025 
 
DECISIONS OF THE BOARD SINCE ITS LAST FORMAL MEETING ON 23 MAY 
2025 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
The purpose of this report to the Board is to advise it of the outcome of a decision on 
which Board Members were consulted outside of Board Meetings since the last 
meeting of the Board.  This report back to the Board is part of the protocol that 
concerns such decisions. 
 
In this particular case, the decision was to confirm the area of the Clacton Town 
Board and thereby the Government Plan for Neighbourhoods area for Clacton.  That 
area is the area set out below and to authorise this being communicated to the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) by the deadline 
set by MHCLG of 4 July 2025. 
 

 
 
Recommendation to the Board  
 
That the Board notes the decision referred to in the Introduction. 
 
Details 
 
The Clacton Town Board, under the previously titled ‘Long Term Plan for Towns’ had 
agreed (on 24 May 2024, Minute 16(a) refers) to its area/boundaries being those set 



out in the attachment to this decision.  Upon the programme being restyled “Plan for 
Neighbourhoods’ the Board was requested to again identify its boundary/area.  This 
was considered at the  Board  meeting on 20 March 2025 (Minute 59 refers) and it 
was agreed that it was sensible to expand the area of the Board to encapsulate 
growth areas for Clacton including the mixed use development areas identified in the 
Local Plan to 2033 of Hartley Gardens, Rouses Farm and Cooks Green Farm (north 
of the Clacton Shopping Village).  The rationale for the change was that, in the 
lifetime of the ultimate Regeneration Plan for Clacton, these areas would be 
developed out and would be integral parts of the town. 
 
The changed emphasis of the Government programme meant this felt a better fit 
also.  Government was advised of the requested change in area/boundary by the 26 
April deadline.  On Friday 27 June Government Officials advised that the boundary 
change had NOT been approved.  Government officials then gave the Board until 4 
July 2025, to confirm the original boundary and that the speedy payment of the next 
element of the Capacity Funding (which has already been reported to the Board and 
intended spending allocations considered), was dependent upon this.   
 
Background to the decision 
 
The Clacton Town Board on 20 March 2025 (Minute 62 refers) adopted a protocol for 
decisions between Board meetings.  This protocol established that there would be a 
decision by the Deputy Chief Executive/Corporate Director for Place and Wellbeing 
to implement such decisions.  The protocol envisaged a time frame of at least seven 
days for Board Members to respond to a proposal.  In fact, on this occasion, they 
were only given 2 full days to respond given the MHCLG deadline in this matter.  
Otherwise, than this, the protocol was followed in reaching this decision.   
 
All Members of the Board were consulted on the basis of its agreed protocol for 
making decisions between Board meetings.  All Board Members responded and all 
agreed to the proposed decision. For completeness the Board Members are listed 
below along with the reply agreement.  This confirms the unanimous agreement. 
 
George Kieffer (Chair) - Agreed 
Sharon Alexander - Agreed 
Billy Ball - Agreed 
Ian Davidson - Agreed 
Nigel Farage MP – Agreed 
Neil Gallagher - Agreed 
Cllr Ivan Henderson - Agreed 
Roger Hirst - Agreed 
Rob Mitchell-Gears - Agreed 
Dr Emily Murray - Agreed 
Craig Newnes - Agreed 
Cllr Mark Stephenson - Agreed 
Laura Taylor-Green - Agreed 
Cllr Lesley Wagland – Agreed 
 
Both the Council’s Section 151 Officer and the Chair of the Board were provided with 
a copy of the decision in advance of it being made and both confirmed that it was an 
appropriate decision given their respective roles.   
 
The decision was formally made on 4 July 2025 and this was communicated to 
officials at MHCLG that same day.   
 



By way of an addendum to the above, on 16 July 2025, the MHCLG officials 
confirmed as follows: 
 

“The Plan for Neighbourhoods (PfN) team is pleased to let you know that your 
Neighbourhood Board membership and place boundary submission has 
been reviewed and approved. 
 
The next tranche of PfN capacity funding (£200k) will therefore be issued on 
31 July, alongside a Grant Determination letter. “ 

 
 
 


