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Tollesbury Fellowship Afloat, a charity
providing adventure, relaxation

and ehvironmental exploration on

the Essex Coast at Tollesbury.
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4| CREA.TING A LOCAL FUTURE FQ

Keeping local government as local as possible

The people of Essex deserve councils that are local, accountable,
and responsive, which is why the majority of councils in Greater
Essex have worked together on this collaborative proposal for five

new unitary authorities.

Reorganisation should promote growth by respecting the
geography of this hugely diverse county and by bringing
government closer to residents, not further away. This proposal
reflects that principle, with a practical plan to modernise, reduce
duplication, and build councils based on the places they serve.

Diverse groups coming together

As leaders from across Essex representing
different councils, political traditions, and
communities, we have come together to tackle
the urgent need for change. We owe it to the
people of Essex to provide a system that they
can identify with and that is built for the future.
The five unitary council model does this best.

Delivering growth and
housing ambitions

It is much easier to deliver the growth

agenda across the breadth of an area like
Greater Essex when that is anchored in local
communities and is based on places that
people know. For example, coastal and rural
Maldon is completely different from urban and
growing Harlow. No single Council's growth
plan could easily meet the needs of both,
which is why five unitary councils, developing
local partnerships with both the public and

private sectors, are best designed to deliver
the mission-critical growth agenda for Greater
Essex. The five unitary plan is also a better fit
with existing economies, housing market areas
and Local Plans.

Recognising the geography

The five councils in our proposal reflect the
geography on the ground. Each of the five is
anchored by a major conurbation: Basildon,
Chelmsford, Colchester, Harlow, and Southend,
and extending to the communities that
surround them. They have natural economic
and social ties with their surrounding areas,
and already form the foundation for planning,
services, and transport. At the same time,

each proposed unitary authority would

remain small enough to retain close links

with residents, elected members, and local
partners, preserving the civic pride and sense
of belonging that define Essex.
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