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REPORT OF FINANCE AND ASSET MANAGEMENT PORTFOLIO HOLDER

A.4 REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT OF LAND - HORSLEY CROSS / A120 CORRIDOR 

PART 1 – KEY INFORMATION

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
To present the outcome from the audit of the possible development of land at Horsley 
Cross or elsewhere along the A120 corridor.
 

BACKGROUND
A review has been undertaken regarding a planning application made in 2006 (reference 
06/00891/OUT) along with decisions concerning the same site at Horsley Cross that was 
considered as part of the development of the Local Plan in accordance with the following 
request by Cabinet  (minute 20 Cabinet 13 September 2012 refers):

The minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 22 August 2012 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to it being included therein, the 
request received by Councillor Candy when she asked that Officers prepare an audit of the 
possible development of land at Horsley Cross or elsewhere along the A.120 corridor.

The review has identified that there is a considerable volume of documentation regarding 
the site in question. This has required a proportionate focus on relevant areas and 
documentation rather than examining every reference to this site in depth which would 
require a significant increase in dedicated resources.

It is also important to note that key officers involved at the time are no longer employed by 
the Council.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Examination of the Development Control records has not identified any planning 
applications for this site prior to the application (reference 06/00891/OUT) which is 
recorded as being submitted on 19 May 2006.

As the site in question was subject to the planning application process as well as 
considered as part of the development of the Local Plan, the outcome from the review has 
been presented across these two individual strands:  

Development of the Local Plan
Documentation indicates that there was support from some members for the site’s 
inclusion in the plan as part of the various elements of discussions and consultations that 
formed part of the development of the plan and associated inquiry.

The development process that formed part of the review indicates that the feasibility of the 
site for inclusion as employment land had been looked at and consultants engaged to 



examine and comment on the site. The review has also identified that the consultants, the 
highways authority and government agencies that would have been consulted were 
consistent in their views that this land should not be designated as employment land.

Between the submission of the specific planning application set out below (May 2006) and 
its subsequent consideration by the Development Control Committee on 5 December 
2006, the Planning Inspectorate had commenced the Inquiry phase for the Local Plan and 
a meeting had been held specifically regarding the site in question on 20 September 
2006. The Council’s position at that time continued to be opposition to the use of the site 
as employment land.

The Local Plan Inquiry remained on-going alongside the consideration of the planning 
application by the Development Control Committee set out below. The Local Plan 
Inspector attended the Committee Meeting on 5 December 2006 which dealt with the 
specific application for the site and wrote to the Council the following day requesting 
clarification of the Council’s position given that the application was being supported but a 
strong case against the site had been put as part of the Local Plan Inquiry. 

The associated response to the Local Plan Inspector confirmed the approach the Council 
had taken in not allocating the Horsley Cross site as employment land in the Local Plan. 
However it was also stated that the objections from a Local Plan perspective would not 
necessarily prevent the Council from concluding that exceptional circumstances justify the 
grant of planning permission from a Development Control perspective. 

The Local Plan Inspector in November 2007 concluded that no such allocation relating to 
the site should be made in the Local Plan, in his binding report, and the Council formally 
adopted the Local Plan on 11 December 2007.    

An alternative employment site at Frating (referred to as the ‘Oasis’ site) had also formed 
part of discussions and considerations undertaken by officers and members as part of the 
development of the Local Plan. The site was considered during the Local Plan Inquiry and 
was subsequently rejected by the Inspector.

Planning Process
As previously mentioned the specific planning application relating to the site was 
considered in parallel with the Local Plan and associated inquiry.  

The specific planning application relating to the site was considered by the Development 
Control Committee on a number of occasions with a summary of the position as follows:

5 December 2006  - Initial consideration of application
 The officer recommendation was for refusal. 
 This was supported by recommendations for refusal received from other 

‘consultees’ that formed part of the usual application process.
 Members resolved that they were minded to approve the application on 

employment considerations against the officer’s recommendations for refusal. The 
Committee recorded this approach and stated that they were attaching very 
substantial weight to such the employment considerations and which consequently 
outweighed the policy objections.  A further report was requested setting out the 
proposed planning conditions and other applicable matters to mitigate those less 
sustainable aspects of the proposed development to enable the application to be 
referred to GO-East as it would be a significant departure from the existing 
Development Plan.



6 February 2006 – Consideration of report requested above.
 A summary of Officers’ recommendation of refusal was set out as an Appendix to 

the Report
 A draft statement of material considerations which the authority could consider as 

an indication that planning permission could be granted as a departure from the 
development plan was also included as an Appendix to the report.

 Members remained supportive of the application subject to the various conditions 
set out in the report and resolved to notify the Secretary of State of the planning 
application.  

The Planning application was subsequently ‘called in’ by the Secretary of 
State.

30 May 2007 – Report setting out ‘Call-in’ by the Secretary of State.

 The Committee were advised of the ‘call-in’ by the Secretary of State for 
determination following a Public Inquiry which would not be held until the Local Plan 
had been formally adopted (Local Plan adopted on 11 December 2007).

8 May 2008 – Development Control Committee reconsider application taking into 
account the changes since the application was first considered and the conclusions 
of the Local Plan Inspector and the adoption of the Local Plan which did not allocate 
this land for development.

 The view of the Local Plan Inspector was that the need for the scheme and the jobs 
it would retain and generate, which is a significant material consideration, does not 
outweigh the significant planning objections.

 Members resolved to continue to support the application because they were still 
satisfied that there were exceptional circumstances, namely the highly material 
employment considerations, to which the Committee attaches very substantial 
weight and which consequently outweigh the policy objections.

The Assistant Chief Executive was also given authority to deal with all matters 
relating to the application and planning inquiry as he saw fit, but on a basis 
consistent with Members view of supporting the approval of the application.

18 September 2008 – Outcomes from Planning Inquiry held between 22-30 July 2008 
submitted to the Secretary of State

 In accordance with the authority given to the Assistant Chief Executive, the 
Council’s position put forward to the Inquiry reflected the views of Members set out 
above i.e. special factors justify allowing the application on the basis of exceptional 
circumstances.

 Essex County Council did not favour the release of the application site for 
development which were views considered at the Inquiry.

 The Inspector acknowledged that the site was rejected from the Local Plan as part 
of an earlier inquiry but that additional information was available since that date. 
The Inquiry reviewed a significant range of issues with a final conclusion that it was 
recommended that planning permission is refused.  

On consideration of the Inspectors report by the Secretary of State, planning 



permission was refused.  

In summary and based on the information reviewed, officers maintained a consistent view 
that planning approval should be refused, whilst members remained in favour due to the 
special circumstances that in their view they attached to the application. The Assistant 
Chief Executive did set out reasons why the granting of planning permission could be 
justified as part of the Inquiry, which would have been consistent with the instructions 
given by the Development Control Committee previously highlighted.

As part of this review a significant volume of documentation has been seen that revolves 
around the key milestones in the process set out above. Neither minutes of meetings or 
other documents reviewed provide any indication that Members had information not 
available to officers.

In seeking an individual Member’s input as to information or documentation that supported 
members in the decision making process that had not been disclosed, the subsequent 
response was that there was no knowledge of any such non-disclosures.

RECOMMENDATION

That Cabinet notes the outcome of the review. 

PART 2 – IMPLICATIONS OF THE DECISION

DELIVERING PRIORITIES
There are no direct implications associated with the review.

FINANCE, OTHER RESOURCES AND RISK
Finance and other resources
There are no direct implications associated with the review.

Risk 
There are no direct implications associated with the review.

LEGAL
There are no direct implications associated with the review.

OTHER IMPLICATIONS
Consideration has been given to the implications of the proposed decision in respect of the following 
and any significant issues are set out below.
Crime and Disorder / Equality and Diversity / Health Inequalities / Area or Ward affected / 
Consultation/Public Engagement.

There are no direct implications associated with the review.

BACKGROUND PAPERS FOR THE DECISION
File papers held by Planning Services

APPENDICES
None


